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he was doubtless the best judge. The resolutions, providing
for the Local Governments and the Legislatures o£ Upper and
Lower Canada, were duly passed, and everything seemed
ready for the departure for England of the delegates who
were to frame, along with the British authorities, the Con-
federation Act. A new delay was, however, imposed by
a change of Government in England, and it was not till
November 1866 that the Canadian delegates, Macdonald,
Cartier, Gait, and three others, sailed for England, where the
delegates from the Maritime Provinces had been since the
summer. At a meeting of the delegates, held on December 4
at the Westminster Palace Hotel, the Quebec Resolutions
were again adopted with some slight modifications. The
paragraph with regard to the building of the Intercolonial
Railway was made more explicit, and an undertaking given
that the Imperial guarantee for three millions of pounds
sterling, pledged for this work, should be applied thereto,
so soon as the necessary authority had been obtained from
the Imperial Parliament. The resolutions were finally
agreed upon by the 24th of December by a unanimous vote.
It was decided to avoid giving publicity to them until the
Bill embodying them was settled and ready to be laid
before Parliament. The proposals would no doubt offend
private interests and individuals, and their publication
would excite a new and fierce agitation in British North
America; whereas * the Act, once passed and beyond remedy,
the people will soon learn to be reconciled to it/
A Bill was framed in accordance with these resolutions
and its provisions settled at meetings of the delegates with
the Law Officers of the Crown and the Secretary of State, in
the January and February of 1857. Drafts of the Bill at
various stages are printed in Mr. Pope's Confederation
Itocwments, but the differences are in fact very slight.
The main alterations suggested by the Home Government
were the removal of the pardoning power from the
Lieutenant-Governors and the power given to the Governor-
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